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About
An international event bringing together key global 
stakeholders in commercial Alternative Dispute 
Resolution (ADR) within the heart of Riyadh. This 
gathering convenes lawyers, arbitrators, mediators, 
legal advisors, judges, and representatives from both 
local and international public and private sectors. 

Participants converge to explore the prospects and 
opportunities within the commercial ADR landscape, 
exchanging valuable insights and experiences while 
fostering collaborative relationships. 

Through a comprehensive program encompassing 
conferences, seminars, panel discussions, and 
workshops, attendees engage in meaningful 
discourse and knowledge-sharing. 

The inaugural Riyadh International Dispute Week 
(RIDW), launched this year under the auspices of 
the Saudi Center for Commercial Arbitration (SCCA), 
reflects the Kingdom›s commitment to offering a 
distinct contribution to the global ADR community. 
Aligned with the international tradition of hosting an 
annual gathering, RIDW serves as a premier platform 
attracting ADR practitioners and industry leaders 
worldwide.

This year’s edition of RIDW featured a wide 
range of events under the RIDW umbrella, 
foremost among them:

 In-person round of
 the SCCA International
 Arbitration Moot – Fifth

 Edition

SCCA Third International 
Conference and Exhibition
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RIDW24 by the numbers:

Events

 Panel
Discussions

Teams

Subtopics

Students & 
Academics

Universities Countries

Speakers Attendees

Attendees Jurisdictions

Cooperation 
Agreements

Attendance
Requests

 Sponsors &
Supporting Entities

 92

5

 134 921  27

 105

 7   30 1.2K

 794.9K+

726K+  54

SCCA 3rd International Conference and Exhibition

SCCA International Arbitration Moot - Fifth Edition

Hosts

 111
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174M

2.5K

39+

Impressions

Social Media 
mentioned the 
event accounts

mentioned the event

Media Outlets 
Covered the Event

Media Impact:

309

6.7K

Items
in Mass Media

Posts on the 
Event

on Social Media Platforms

73M
People Heard About 

This Event
on Social Media Platforms
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Supporting Entities:
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Sponsors:

Diamond Sponsor::Strategic Partner:

Gold Sponsors:
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Silver Sponsors:

Specialized Sponsors:
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Collaborations with ADR Institutions:

 MOU between the Bureau of
 Experts at the Council of Ministers
 in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
 and the Ministry of Law in the

Republic of Singapore

MOU to complete a Host Country 
Agreement between the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia, represented by 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
and the Permanent Court of 

Arbitration

MOU between the Ministry of 
Investment in the Kingdom of 

Saudi Arabia and SCCA

Cooperation Agreement between 
the General Authority of Civil 
Aviation in the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia and SCCA
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General arrangements 
agreement between SCCA 

and the International Centre 
for Settlement of Investment 

Disputes (ICSID)

Hosting Agreement with the 
Chartered Institute of Arbitrators 
(CIArb) for its new Saudi Arabia 

Branch

MOU between SCCA and 
Singapore International 
Arbitration Centre (SIAC)
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Organising Committee:

Mr. James MacPherson

HRH Princess Hala bint 
Khaled Al-Saud

Ms. Sara Koleilat-Aranjo

Mr. Maher Al-Saeed

Dr. Mohammed Al-Eissa

Dr. Marwan Al-Rouqi

Ms. Amani Khalifa

Chair

MemberMember

MemberMember

Member

Member

Special Counsel
The Saudi Center for 
Commercial Arbitration (SCCA)

Founder
Burhan Almarifa

Partner
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius

Assistant Deputy for Laws and 
Regulations
Ministry of Commerce, Saudi 
Arabia

Founding Partner
SAHAM Law Firm

Advisor
Ministery of Investiment, 
Saudi Arabia

Partner
Freshfields
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Irfan A. Tukdi

Dr. Ahmed Ismail

Mr. Riyadh Al-Habshan

Mr. Farad Asghari

Mr. Abdulaziz Bin Helaby

Mr. Mosaad Al-Kherb

MemberMember

MemberMember

Member

Member

Director & Managing Counsel
General Corporate & 
Commercial Law Department 
Saudi Aramco

Legal Expert

General Manager, Legal 
Affairs
Solutions by STC

Manager
The London Chamber of 
Arbitration and Mediation 
(LCAM)

Director of Strategy 
and Partnerships 
Department
Foaj Marketing Group

Director of Business 
Development & Partnerships
Saudi Center for Commercial 
Arbitration (SCCA)
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 Events Hosts:

Government 
Agencies

International 
Organizations

Law Firms Other 
Organizations

  7  17  71  10
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SCCA 3rd International 
Conference and Exhibition 
(SCCA24)

Scientific Committee:
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Prof. Dr. Mohamed Abdel Wahab

Ms. Fatima Balfaqeeh

Ms. Nesreen Osman Dr. Sairah Narmah-Alqasim

Dr. Faisal Al Fadhel Mr. Jingzhou Tao

Chair

Co-Chair Member Member

Founding Partner
Zulficar & Partners

Managing Partner
Balfaqeeh Advocates 
and legal consultancy

Partner
Pinsent Masons

Senior Legal Consultant
Dentons

The Saudi Shura Council Independent 
Arbitrator

Member Member

Scientific Committee:
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SCCA24 began with a speech by Saudi 
Center for Commercial Arbitration 
Chairman Dr. Walid bin Sulaiman 
Abanumay, who said that all roads 
lead to Riyadh and that the paths 
of the future lead to the capital of 
innovation, ambition, and exploration 
of the future.

Watch the Video of 
the Speech

How did SCCA24 Unfold?

16

https://youtu.be/J9o4o6XLvcs
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SCCA then launched its new 
identity to keep pace with its 
updated operational strategy, 
through which it aims to become 
the preferred arbitration center in 
the Middle East and North Africa 

by 2030.

Watch SCCA Identity 
Launch Video 

17

https://youtu.be/us1q8HxntXk
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Then, SCCA Court President Mr. Jan Paulsson addressed 
the audience in a video speech in which he stressed 
that SCCA, with its international board of directors 
and its staff, is determined to achieve all the requisite 

expectations around neutrality.

Watch the Video of the 
Speech

18

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L9Cyt9qzn_Y&ab_channel=SCCA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A
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SCCA CEO Dr. Hamed Merah remarked 
in his presentation that SCCA believes 
in the philosophy of continuous 
learning and drawing insights from 
many resources while preserving 
SCCA’s unique identity – concluding 
he remains committed to alignment 
with international best practices and 
integrating them into SCCA’s innovative 
work.

Watch the Video of the 
Presentation

19

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f48cDMXnHFc&ab_channel=SCCA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B1%D9%83%D8%B2%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%8A%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%AC%D8%A7%D8%B1%D9%8A


2120

SCCA24 Scientific Committee 
Chair, Prof. Dr. Mohamed Abdel 
Wahab, noted in his speech that 
the commitment to growth and 
innovation in Saudi Arabia and 
the empowerment of youth that 
have brought SCCA to this level of 
excellence.

Watch the Video of the 
Speech

20

https://youtu.be/zCxgJ48YPho
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Dr. Saleh bin Abdullah Al Amer, 
Vice President & Associate General 
Counsel for Corporate & Commercial 
Law at Saudi Aramco, RIDW’s Strategic 
Partner, said that RIDW24 and SCCA24 
mark the culmination of Saudi Arabia’s 
progress in developing its legislative 
and legal environment alongside its 

dispute resolution system.

Watch the Video of the 
Speech

21

https://youtu.be/ovhqWxoxmCU
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The first panel discussion addressed “Regional Trends and International Perspectives 
on Commercial ADR.” The speakers were Saudi Minister of Justice Dr. Waleed Al Samani,
Bahraini Minister of Justice and Islamic Affairs Mr. Nawaf bin Mohammed Al 
Maawda,Singaporean Minister for Home Affairs and Law Mr. K. Shanmugam, and 
Permanent Court of Arbitration Secretary-General Dr. Marcin Czepelak. The session was 
moderated by Mr. Toby Landau KC, Vice Chairman, SCCA Board of Directors.

In the second panel discussion, speakers addressed “ADR Accelerators and Enablers of
Cross Border Trade and Foreign Direct Investment (FDI).” It featured Deputy Minister of
Investment for Policy and Legislation Mr. Bakr Al-Habub, UNCITRAl Secretary-General 
Ms. Anna  Joubin-Bret, Silk  Road  Fund  General Counsel Ms. Hannah Cao, and Public
Investment Fund General Counsel Mr. Brian Gillespie, and moderated by Dr. Saud Al 
Ammari, Managing Partner of Al Ammari Law Firm & a member of the SCCA Board of 
Directors.

Watch the Video of the Panel 
Discussion

Watch the Video of the Panel 
Discussion

22

https://youtu.be/aaXLgzT7LQA
https://youtu.be/TLW1nt5y_ro
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Ms. Meg Kinnear, Secretary 
General of the International 
Centre for Settlement of 
Investment Disputes (ICSID), 
delivered the first keynote 
address, highlighting the 
emerging trends in international 
investment law.

Watch the Video of the 
Speech

23

https://youtu.be/vob0Gfr2_uU


2524

Prof. Franco Ferrari, Director of Center for Transnational Litigation, Arbitration, and 
Commercial Law, moderated a panel of leading international lawyers and experts 
addressing key developments in the ADR industry.

24

Watch the Video of the Panel 
Discussion

https://youtu.be/_S6EZqYZgug
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Judge Dr. Youssef Al Farraj, Head of the Court of Appeal 
and Chair of the Civil Transactions Law Drafting Team at 
the Judicial Legislation Committee, delivered the second 
keynote speech, in which he addressed the Saudi judiciary’s 

handling of matters involving commercial arbitration.

Watch the Video of the 
Speech

25

https://youtu.be/K5C9usqUl_k
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Leading partners of major international law firms spoke about the role of ADR 
in the settlement of disputes in the commercial sector and construction and 
development projects in a session moderated by Mr. Andres Jana, Founding 
Partner in Jana & Gil Dispute Resolution.

26

Watch the Video of the Panel 
Discussion

https://youtu.be/5sNCw8yAxgM
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The fifth and final panel discussion, moderated by Dr. Mohamed Abdel Raouf, Board 
Member of SCCA, explored the prospects for ADR in the sports and entertainment 
sectors.

27

Watch the Video of the Panel 
Discussion

https://youtu.be/Is9eCZ9UE9s
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Ms. Lise Bosman, Executive 
Director of the International 
Council for Commercial 
Arbitration (ICCA), concluded 
the day with her address, 
“From Emerging Seat to 
Established Jurisdiction.”

Watch the Video of the 
Speech

28

https://youtu.be/53iDD44GpzA
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RIDW,s Gala dinner at 
the historical Diriyah 
hosted leading local and 
international guests in an 
atmosphere of friendship 
and collegiality.

Watch the Video of the 
Gala Dinner

29

https://youtu.be/w1DCmYf5_Sw
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SCCA Int. Arabic Moot
منافسة التحكيم التجاري الدولية

SCCA Int. Arabic Moot
منافسة التحكيم التجاري الدولية

SCCA International Arbitration 
Moot (SIAM)
Fifth Edition
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SCCA launched this initiative to enable students at faculties of Sharia and 
law to enter the world of international arbitration by pleading complex, 
hypothetical arbitration cases that simulate real international commercial 
arbitration cases.

Previous editions of the competition were held virtually. For this year’s 
edition, oral arguments in the group of 32 and onward were held in person 
at Prince Sultan University in Riyadh.

 A Global Competition... in Arabic

32
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The Road to the Final
The group of 32 and subsequent rounds were held in the facilities of SIAM5’s 
academic partner, Prince Sultan University, in Riyadh, where competing 
teams who came to the university from inside and outside Saudi Arabia 
took part.

33
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Saudi Arabia 

Egypt

PalestineIraq

Tunisia

Kuwait AlgeriaUAE

T e a m s

32
T e a m s

16

T e a m s

8
T e a m s

4
T e a m s
2

Bahrain

32 
Round of

16 Quarter 
Finals

Semi
Finals Final

Round of

Bahrain

Iraq

Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Arabia 
Saudi Arabia 

EgyptPalestine

Palestine

Palestine
Palestine

Tunisia

Tunisia

Kuwait

Kuwait

Saudi Arabia 

The Road to the Final

34
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Saudi Arabia 

Egypt

PalestineIraq

Tunisia

Kuwait AlgeriaUAE

T e a m s

32
T e a m s

16

T e a m s

8
T e a m s

4
T e a m s
2

Bahrain

32 
Round of

16 Quarter 
Finals

Semi
Finals Final

Round of

Bahrain

Iraq

Saudi Arabia 

Saudi Arabia 
Saudi Arabia 

EgyptPalestine

Palestine

Palestine
Palestine

Tunisia

Tunisia

Kuwait

Kuwait

Saudi Arabia 

Final
Pleadings

The final oral arguments session was held on Wednesday, March 6. The teams 
from An-Najah National University of Palestine and King Saud University of 
Saudi Arabia made their arguments, and the session ended with the An-Najah 
team being crowned the winners of this year’s competition. 

35
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“I thank the Saudi Center for Commercial 
Arbitration for organizing this competition, 
which is gaining in importance, confidence, 
and international profile year after year.”

Prof. Dr. Mohamed Abdel Wahab  

Chairman of the arbitral tribunal for the final hearing

36
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“The competition was strong. At every 
stage we gained experience and new 
information until we reached the final, by 
the grace of God.”
Participant from An-Najah National 
University

“Competiting in the field of international 
arbitration has enriched us. We learned 
methods of research, analysis, and 
refutation. We acquired these skills in a 
practical way after having studied them in 
theory.”
Participant from King Saud University 

37
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Watch
RIDW 2024 - Closing 
Video

Watch
SCCA24 Conference - 
Closing Video

Watch
SIAM - Fifth Edition - 
Closing Video

38

https://youtu.be/oUeYeePKnLM
https://youtu.be/OHsQifBfLxs
https://youtu.be/69rniUb5X8Y
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Strategic Partner:

Saudi Aramco is one of the world›s largest 
integrated energy and chemicals companies, 
creating value across the hydrocarbon chain, 
and delivering societal and economic benefits 
to people and communities around the globe 
who rely on the vital energy it supplies. Saudi 
Aramco is committed to playing a leading role 
in the energy transition. The Company has a 
responsibility to help the world achieve a net-
zero economy, and its people are working 
hard to help solve the world›s sustainability 
challenges. For its customers, Saudi Aramco is 
a supplier of choice. For its shareholders, Saudi 
Aramco provides long-term value creation. For 
communities around the world, Saudi Aramco’s 
ambition is to provide reliable, affordable, and 
more-sustainable energy.
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Diamond Sponsor :

AlDhabaan & Partners is a top five Saudi law firm which, in its association with global top 10 
law practice Eversheds Sutherland, provides legal services to a local and global client base 
ranging from small and mid-sized businesses to the largest multinationals. With more 
than 40 lawyers on the ground in its award-winning Riyadh headquarters, and with access 
to over 3,000 lawyers though the Eversheds Sutherland network, AlDhabaan & Partners 
operate from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and Eversheds Sutherland’s 70+ offices in 30+ 
jurisdictions across the Middle East, Africa, Asia, Europe and the US.

4141
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Matouk Bassiouny, a leading full-
service MENA law firm, comprises 33 
partners and over 200 lawyers across 
6 jurisdictions – trained locally and 
internationally in common and civil law 
systems – fully conversant in Arabic, 
English, French, and Korean.

A governmental entity that independently 
manages and enhances the efficiency 
of procedures for adjudicating insurance 
disputes through litigation presented 
to the committees, and an expedited 
process represented by the Ombudsmen 
Center. It aims to achieve a fair and secure 
resolution, enhances its effectiveness, and 
protects the rights of policyholders.

Gold Sponsors:
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شركة ماجد الرشيد محامون ومستشـارون، هي امتداد لأكثر من 20 سنـة
من الخبرات النوعيــة لفريـق العمل فيهـــا، وذلك في المجــــــال القانــوني، 

وفي قطاعات متنوعـــة تشمــــل القطـاع التجــاري والمصرفي والعقــاري  
وتقنيــــة المعلومــــات 

تنوعت الخدمات المقدمة في مجالات التشريعــــات، وإعداد اللوائـــح، والحوكمـة،
وتأسيس الكيانات، والتصميم القانوني، وتقديم الاستشـــارات المتخصصـــــة،
وعضوية اللجان ومجالس الإدارات، والتحكيم التجاري، والخدمات المتعلقة

بالإفلاس وإعادة الهيكلة والتنظيم المالي

أتاحت هذه السنوات من الخبرة علاقات مهنية متميزة ببيــوت الخبرة المحليـــة
والعالمية، وخبراء دوليين مرموقين، وفي هذا تمكين للشركة يسمـــح لهـــا
بتقديم خدمات متكاملة تستمد عمقها وجودتها من تنوع التجربــة العمليــة

والمهنية والمؤهلات الأكاديمية لفريق العمل

عن الشركة

White & Case is proud of its history as 
the only international law firm with 
seven decades of experience in Saudi 
Arabia.
Operating directly in the Kingdom with 
our regional headquarters in Riyadh, 
we look forward to advancing Saudi 
interests locally and worldwide through 
our local team and global network.

Majed Al-Rasheed Law firm is an extension 
of more than 20 years of qualitative 
expertise of its team, in the legal field, 
along with various sectors including the 
commercial, banking, real estate and 
information technology sectors. 
The services provided varies in the 
areas of legislation, drafting regulations, 
governance, establishing entities, legal 
design, providing specialized consulting, 
membership of committees and board 
of directors, commercial arbitration, and 
bankruptcy services related.

Majed Al-Rasheed Law firm, is an extension of more than 20 
years of qualitative expertise of its team, in the legal field, along 
with various sectors including the commercial, banking, real 
estate and information technology sectors. 
The services provided varies in 
the areas of legislation, drafting 
regulations, governance, 
establishing entities, legal design, 
providing specialized consulting, 
membership of committees and 
board of directors, commercial 
arbitration, and bankruptcy 
services related. 
These years of expertise have 
provided excellent professional 
connections with local and 
international entities of expertise 
and distinguished international 
experts. 
Thus, enabling the company to 
provide integrated services that 
draws its depth and quality from 
the diversity of practical and 
professional experience and the 
academic qualifications of the 
team. 

Majed Al-Rasheed Law firm, is an extension of more than 20 years of
qualitative expertise of its team, in the legal field, along with various
sectors including the commercial, banking, real estate and information
technology sectors.
The services provided varies in the areas of legislation, drafting regulations,
governance, establishing entities, legal design, providing specialized
consulting, membership of committees and board of directors, commercial
arbitration, and bankruptcy services related.
These years of expertise have provided excellent professional connections
with local and international entities of expertise and distinguished
international experts.
Thus, enabling the company to provide integrated services that draws
its depth and quality from the diversity of practical and professional
experience and the academic qualifications of the team.

About the Firm
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Al Tamimi & Company KSA offers clients 
a combination of local knowledge and 
international expertise.  
With offices in Riyadh, Jeddah, and Al 
Khobar, our team in KSA includes 170+ 
lawyers and 18+ nationalities. 
We offer the full range of legal 
including M&A, commercial, and 
dispute resolution.  

Z&Co. is a top-tier ranked full-service 
national Saudi law firm offering four 
main practice areas: dispute-resolution; 
corporate & commercial advisory; 
public policy & regulatory projects; and 
transactions. 
Our expert team includes former 
members of the judiciary, Sharia 
law scholars, and both Saudi and 
internationally qualified lawyers, to 
combine deep local expertise with 
international commercial standards.
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