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35,500+ 

High-Impact 
Events

Event 
Registration 

Requests 

400+

76 

Speakers

Sponsoring and 
Supporting 

Entities

Achievement
by the Numbers 
Riyadh International Disputes

 Week 2026 

6,150+
Participants

From

104 
Countries
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1,900
 Business

Law Firms and Businesses 
Participation

Law Firm Participation
 by Region

1,700
Law Firms

Asia-Pacific
86

South Asia
74

Europe
219

 Middle
East

1271
Africa
30

 North
Africa

201

The Americas
58
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SCCA 7th International 
Arabic Moot

25
Countries

114
Universities

118
Teams

319
Supervisors

1002
 Students

576
Arbitrators
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Exceptional 
Media Impact

+76M
 Digital Reach

+5.9K
 Social media

 accounts covering
the event

+567M
Total Impressions

83+
 Mass Media

Articles

 +16K
 Posts discussing the

event

51+
Media Outlets
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At the Largest Legal 
Event in MENA 

Policy-makers, business leaders, and 
legal experts convened to discuss 

commercial and investment arbitration, 
mediation, conciliation, litigation, and 

the rule of law.

Watch the Film: 
RIDW – Where All 
Opportunit ies 
Meet

8

https://youtu.be/b0z-vX-qkpw?si=kJ2w3JBwJoet-6pE


RIDW26 Organizing
& Scientific Committee 

Ms. Paula Hodges KC
Arbitrator

Fahad Alarfaj
Partner
King & Spalding

Jessica (Jia) Fei
 International
Partner
 King & Wood
Mallesons

Global Co-Chair of In-
ternational Arbitration
DLA Piper

Kate Brown 
de Vejar

Joke Aliu
Managing Partner
Aluko & Oyebode

Rita Jaballah
 Partner and Head
 of International
Litigation
Al Tamimi & Co

Senior Partner
Khaitan & Co

Sultan Alaskar
 Director & Managing
 Counsel of IK Litigation
 & Advisory Law
Department
Saudi Aramco

John Kemkers
 Senior Office
Partner
 Mohammed
 AlDhabaan & Partners
Eversheds Sutherland

Sanjeev Kapoor
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Networking
with the World
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 Specialized 
Events

96 Providing 
Global 

Perspective 
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SCCA 5th International Conference

A Global Event Redefining the Landscape of Dispute Resolution

+1,700
Participants

As the flagship event of Riyadh 
International Disputes Week, the 
conference brings together a 
distinguished elite of local and 
international leaders, policymakers, 
business executives, and legal 
pioneers. Alongside world-class 
experts and heads of international 
organizations, The forum explored 
dispute resolution in uncertain 
times, highlighting the vital role 
of governance and legal clarity in 
fostering global confidence and 
stability.

Watch the Film: 
Arbitration for a 
Changing World

https://youtu.be/OPS_W-ef96k
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H.E. Mr. Mohammad
Al al-Sheikh 
Saudi Minister of State

Dr. Faris
Al Garni 
Deputy Minister
for Developing Policies
and Legislations 
Saudi Ministry
of Investment 

Ms. Anna
Joubin-Bret 
Secretary 
UNCITRAL  

H.E. Dr. Hab. Marcin
Czepelak
Secretary-General 
Permanent Court of
Arbitration (PCA) 

H.E. Dr. Nedal
Alchaar 
Minister of Economy
and Industry, Syria  

Dr. Walid
Abanumay 
Chair of the Board
of Directors, SCCA 

H.E. Mr. Murali
Pillai 
Senior Minister of State 
Ministry of Law & Ministry
of Transport, Singapore  

Prof. Goerges
Affaki 
Lawyer and Independent
Arbitrator; Professor of Law
University of Paris 

H.E. Dr. Khalid
Al Yousef 
President of the Board
of Grievances, KSA  

H.E. Mr. Abdulaziz
Al-Duhaim 
Saudi Assistant
Minister of Commerce  

Dr. Souley
Amadou 
General Counsel 
African Development
Bank Group 

H.E. Mr. Mohammed
Al Ajaji 
President of the Bureau
of Experts at the Saudi
Council of Ministers

Mr. Neale
H. Bergman 
Senior Legal Officer 
UNCITRAL 

Dr. Abdullah
Al Ghamdi 
Vice President & Associate
General Counsel
Dispute Resolution, Aramco  

H.E. Dr. Walid
Al-Samaani 
Saudi Minister
of Justice  

Policy Makers, Business Leaders, and 
Legal Experts 

Conference Speakers



14

Dr. Abdulmohsin
Al-Zuhair
Director & Managing Counsel
International Litigation & ADR
Law Department
Aramco

Ms. Teresa
Cheng 
Secretary General 
International Organization
for Mediation (IOMed) 

Mr. Robert
Lewsley 
Head of Disputes & Govt
Investigations Legal for Africa
and the Middle East 
Standard Chartered Bank 

Dr. Majed
Al Rasheed 
Managing Partner 
Majed AlRasheed
Law Firm 

Ms. Cherie Blair
CBE, KC 
Founder & Chair 
OMNIA Strategy 

Mr. Toby
Landau KC 
Barrister, Arbitrator
and Advocate 

Mr. Prakhar
Sharma 
General Counsel & Chief
Compliance Officer 
National Investment
and Infrastructure Fund, India 

Mr. Joe Zhou 
Chief Compliance Officer
and Head of Legal China
International Capital
Corporation 

Ms. Xixi Yang 
Vice President and
General Counsel, Volvo 

Prof. Peter
Eigen 
Founder and former
Chairman Transparency
International  

Dr. Hamed
Merah 
CEO, SCCA 

Mr. Audley
Sheppard KC 
President-Elect, ICCA 

Mr. Guy
Pendell 
Head of International
Arbitration, CMS 

Mr. Rajagopal 
Venkatakrishnan 
Vice President and
General Counsel 
Reliance Industries 

Ms. Paula
Hodges KC 
Independent
Arbitrator  

Dr. Ghassan
H. Shawli 
Chief Legal & Governance
Officer, ACWA Power 

Mr. Thomas
P. Wilson 
Partner, Squire
Patton Boggs 

Policy Makers, Business Leaders, and 
Legal Experts 

Conference Speakers
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Conference Opening

Welcoming
Remark

 Celebrating 60 Years
of UNCITRAL

 Dr. Walid Abanumay

 Secretary of UNCITRAL

 Chair of the Board of
Directors

Ms. Anna Joubin-Bret

 Watch the Speech

Watch
 the Speech

Watch
 the Speech

youtube.com/watch?si=BWPypFehaeikziUe&v=appCyyeN3YE&feature=youtu.be
youtube.com/watch?si=7jRox1utfVQRnEk7&v=V9K1X0n0iEg&feature=youtu.be
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RIDW26 Organizing
& Scientific Committee 
Chair Speech

 RIDW26 Strategic
Partner Speech

 SCCA
Presentation

Ms. Paula Hodges KC

Dr. Abdullah Al Ghamdi 

Dr. Hamed Merah

 Watch the Speech

 Vice President & Associate
 General Counsel, Dispute
Resolution
Aramco

CEO
SCCA

Watch
 the Speech

Watch
 the Speech

Watch
 the Speech

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cc6XM4hcPwg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DPsChg__Lqs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zWqtdz5M0_4
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Specialized Panel Discussions

Title
 National Strategy,
Global Confidence

 First Panel
Discussion

 Second Panel
 Discussion

Title
 Enforcing the Rule
of Law
 Reflections on UNCITRAL’s contribution
 to international dispute resolution and
future direction

 Watch the
Session

 Watch the
Session

1

2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VGiDu9u_Ur8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZezvVu9etrI
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 Watch the
Session

 Watch the
Session

 Watch the
Session

 Third Panel
 Discussion3

 Fourth Panel
 Discussion4

 Fifth Panel
Discussion5 Title

Title

 Building Trust Across
Cultures

Corporate Calm

Title
 Investment, Risk,
and Resolution

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qQ8ZROtRjU8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKSs2Tvo1Is
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yYkSonXfC7I
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In conversation with

Closing Remark

Syria: Progress, Stability, and Future Investment
H.E. Dr. Nedal Al-chaar, Minister of Economy and Industry, Syria

 H.E Mr. Murali Pillai SC
 Senior Minister of State
 Ministry of Law & Transport, Singapore

 Watch the
 Speech

 Watch the
 Speech

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GIIYCEIhKzg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i-evdu9bxOE
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 Partnerships Built.. and
Agreements Signed

Key Aspects of the Agreement
It outlines various areas of collaboration, most notably the 
partnership in providing insurance dispute resolution services, 
the development of guidelines and model arbitration clauses for 
insurance contracts, and the qualification of specialized human 
capital in this field.

Memorandum
of Cooperation

 Cooperation 
Agreement

Key Aspects of the Agreement:
Attracting Jus Mundi’s AI solutions and integrating 
them into the SCCA’s Case Management System. This 
pioneering step is the first of its kind to utilize the 
“Jus AI” program within the digital infrastructure of an 
international arbitration center.

Mr. 
Gary B. 

Born

 Foreign Translation and Publishing
License Agreement
Key Aspects of the Agreement:
Translating the book “International Arbitration: Law and Practice” 
into Arabic. This work is considered one of the world’s most 
renowned references in international commercial arbitration, 
authored by Professor Gary Born.

 License
Agreement



 The Arab Judicial
 Forum on the New
York Convention
A platform dedicated to enhancing 
mutual understanding between 
the Judiciary and the Arbitration 
community.

 Watch Highlights
from the Forum

21

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mwFIA1zgqmU


Inspiring
Voices

Influence
Riyadh Evenings
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Watch the Events 
Where Knowledge
and Inspiration Coverage

Prof. Dr. Mohamed Abdel 
Wahab: The Untold Story
From Cairo to Global Leadership and 
the Heights of International Platforms.

Sharia & Law: 
A Contemporary Perspective on How 
Sharia Shapes Law and Practice.

Prof. Yousef Al-Shubaily

23

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QrEKaAeIVNQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cGLQXvT_JqQ


Professional 
Relationships in Legal 
Environments
Mr. Yasser Al-Hazimi

Personal Branding for Leaders

The Horizons of 
Investigation and 
Criminology

From Legal Visibility to Leadership 
Presence

Dr. Majed Al-Ghamdi

Navigating Criminal Cases and the 
Quest for Truth

Dr. Mohammed Al-Baiz

24

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DoRfqCx4cQk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NdZeI6YzHJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q2T69tUa43o


Watch
 the Exhibition

Highlights

15028
Exhibitors Exhibiting

Entities

 RIDW26
Exhibition
A dynamic platform 
for dialogue, 
networking, and 
building professional 
relationships.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7Y_akuj5vg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7Y_akuj5vg


Official RIDW26 Gala Dinner
 The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s official celebration

 marking the 60th Anniversary of UNCITRAL,
 attended by Their Excellencies, senior officials, and

.distinguished guests

Watch the movie: 
UNCITRAL: Sixty 
Years of Shaping 
International Trade 
Law

Official RIDW26
Gala Dinner Highlights

26

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YN9EvPxY0yc
https://youtu.be/25FHurLo6Ww


The Annual Legal 
Education and 
Training Forum
An academic dialogue exploring 
the future of legal education.

 Watch
 Highlights from

the Forum

27

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MYa4cJJOmTI


SCCA 7th International
Arabic Moot

 Watch the
 Competition

Brief

SIAM7 is an international legal competition designed for Law and 
Sharia students. Participants compete by pleading a hypothetical 

international commercial arbitration case, aiming to refine their legal 
skills and engage with the expertise of international arbitrators.

28

https://youtu.be/QQ4yb_JegyY?si=7B5djksAJg18YHDM


 SIAM7
 Knowledge
Partners

2929



 SIAM7
 Scientific
Committee

Dr. Mohamed 
Sweify

Ms. Ikhlas Nasser

 Ms. Dara Sahab

Mr. Mohammed 
Al-Eissa

Ms. Joanne 
Samaha

Mr. Rami Shaheen Eng. Hosni Madi

Dr. Othman
Al-Bejadi

Dr. Amira Al-Qayim
Chairperson
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السعودية

البحرين الأردن

مصـــر

السوداناليمــــــن

نيجيريا

سوريا تركيا

Participating Universities

31



الإمارات

العراق

فلسطين

المغرب تونــــــس

ماليزياليبيالبنان

قطــــرالكويت

عمــانالهنــدإندونيسيا

الصومال الجزائر

Participating Universities
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 SIAM7
Stages
Every stage leaves 
a mark; every 
milestone is
an achievement

Watch
 the Journey
to the Finals

1 – 3
February

2026

12
August

20
December

2025

 Case
 Publication on
Website

 Respondent’s
 Memorandum
Submission

Advanced 
Oral Rounds 
(In-person)

1
2025
May

20
November

2025

3 – 7
January
2026

4
February

2026

Launch & 
Registration 
Kick-off

 Claimant’s
 Memorandum
Submission

Preliminary 
Oral Rounds 
(Virtual)

Results 
Announcement 
& Closing 
Ceremony

2025

33

https://youtu.be/CNgo7UQc21Q?si=8VJUHLEcuVlNb2TD


Winning Teams
 of SIAM7

Al-Azhar 
University

King Abdulaziz 
University

The American 
University of Iraq 

- Baghdad

King Saud
University

First Place

Second Place

Third Place

Fourth Place

34



Highlights

Today, you are all winners... for true victory is 
not measured by the final result, but by the 
experience you have lived, the knowledge, 
confidence, and skills you have acquired, 
and the relationships you have built. This 
competition is not just a passing milestone; it is 
the starting point toward even greater roles in 
the future, God willing.

Dr. Walid bin Sulaiman Abanumay
Chairman of the Board of Directors
SCCA

 Your success today is a first step, not the 
final one—a step that will carry you toward an 
illustrious future. Remember this: preserve your 
identity, your language, and the eloquence of 
your capabilities, so that we may project an 
honorable image of who we are.

Prof. Dr. Mohamed Abdel Raouf
Presiding Arbitrator of the Final Oral Round

 Watch the
 7th Edition

 Closing
Ceremony

35

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bbMYMGIWcbg


Strategic Partner

Saudi Aramco is one of the world’s largest integrated 
energy and chemicals companies, creating value across the 
hydrocarbon chain, and delivering societal and economic 

benefits to people and communities around the globe who 
rely on the vital energy it supplies. Saudi Aramco is committed 
to playing a leading role in the energy transition. The Company 

has a responsibility to help the world achieve a net-zero 
economy, and its people are working hard to help solve the 
world’s sustainability challenges. For its customers, Saudi 
Aramco is a supplier of choice. For its shareholders, Saudi 

Aramco provides long-term value creation. For communities 
around the world, Saudi Aramco’s ambition is to provide 

reliable, affordable, and more-sustainable energy.”

Thank 
You!
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Diamond Sponsors

The General Secretariat plays a pivotal role in supporting 
the insurance dispute resolution ecosystem by enabling the 
committees to exercise their jurisdiction with independence and 
efficiency, providing the regulatory and procedural environment 
that ensures the continuity of their work, and contributing to 
the effectiveness of the resolution process and the integrity of 
the outcomes. In this context, the General Secretariat places a 
special emphasis on activating ADR mechanisms for insurance 
disputes. These are viewed as a complementary path to resolution, 
aimed at reducing litigation timeframes, minimizing disputes, 
and enabling parties to reach effective solutions that safeguard 
rights and ensure the stability of contractual relationships. Driven 
by its commitment to developing institutional performance and 
leveraging digital transformation, 2025 witnessed remarkable 
growth in workload. The number of filed cases exceeded 32,000, 
reflecting the trust in the insurance dispute resolution ecosystem. 
Additionally, the General Secretariat received more than 7,000 
requests for settlement through alternative means, with total 
amounts exceeding 650 million riyals. This further confirms the 
effectiveness of these mechanisms and their role in supporting 
the ecosystem’s efficiency and accelerating dispute resolution. The 
General Secretariat continues to fulfill its role in supporting the 
work of the committees and developing their procedures to keep 
pace with the insurance sector’s requirements. This contributes to 
enhancing the sector’s stability, improving the quality of outcomes, 
and instill trust in the insurance dispute resolution ecosystem, 
ultimately serving stakeholders and meeting the aspirations of the 
period ahead.”

Kreab Worldwide is a leading international communications 
firm, combining global insight with local expertise. With 
400 professionals representing 40 nationalities across 30 
countries, we advise on the most complex communications 
challenges. Our expertise spans financial and corporate 
communications, public affairs, and crisis management. 
Whether navigating cross-border transactions, shaping 
nuanced messaging, or managing reputational crises, we 
help our clients anticipate change and adapt confidently. 
Effective communication can influence outcomes and 
opinions. In arbitration, where perception is as important as 
accuracy, our strategic guidance ensures your message is 
clear and impactful.”
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With more than 20 years of expertise in the legal field, Majed 
Al-Rasheed Law firm has served clients in various sectors 
including commercial, banking, real estate, IT, and others. 
Services include legal consulting, legislation, corporate 
services, commercial arbitration, and bankruptcy are provided 
through a distinguished team of international experts.

White & Case is proud of its history as the only 
international law firm with seven decades of 
experience in Saudi Arabia. Operating directly in the 
Kingdom with our regional headquarters in Riyadh, 
we look forward to advancing Saudi interests locally 
and worldwide through our local team and global 
network.”

Dr. Qaisar Hamed Metawea Law Firm offers comprehensive 
legal services across Saudi Arabia. Our expert team provides 
strategic and innovative legal solutions for diverse clients, 
from multinational companies to government bodies. We are 
dedicated to delivering exceptional legal counsel, ensuring 
full compliance with local laws and regulations, and achieving 
optimal outcomes for our clients.”

Quinn Emanuel is the largest law firm worldwide dedicated 
solely to business litigation and arbitration, boasting over 
1,200 attorneys across 34 global offices. The firm handles the 
most complex and high-stakes disputes for clients, leveraging 
its international presence and specialized industry knowledge. 
Having the leading disputes-only practice in Saudi Arabia, 
Quinn Emanuel serves both local and international clients 
as the Kingdom’s commercial and regulatory environment 
evolves in accordance with Vision 2030.”

Gold Sponsors
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CMS operates 92 offices in 50 countries, including six in 
the MENA region. With over 20 years supporting clients 
in Saudi Arabia, its rapidly expanding Riyadh office 
offers market-leading international and Saudi-qualified 
lawyers, delivering commercially focused, best-in-class 
legal services and exceptional client support across the 
Kingdom.”

AS&H Clifford Chance leads dispute resolution in Saudi Arabia, 
representing clients in courts, SCCA, and international forums. 
Renowned for Band 1 rankings, we combine local and global 
expertise across sectors, delivering strategic solutions aligned 
with Saudi law and Vision 2030. Awarded 2025 Chambers 
Middle East Dispute Resolution Law Firm.”

Gold Sponsors

The Law Firm of Salah Al-Hejailan (LFSH) is a leading Saudi firm 
with a distinguished practice across commercial, construction, 
and regulatory disputes. With over five decades of experience, 
LFSH combines Saudi legal expertise with international 
standards and regularly collaborates with global counsel on 
high-stakes cross-border arbitrations and multi-jurisdictional 
enforcement matters.”

Khalid Nassar & Partners (KN&P) is a Saudi law firm built 
on international standards with deep local knowledge 
and know-how. With offices in Riyadh and Jeddah, we 
advise on complex corporate, transactional, regulatory, 
capital market and litigation/arbitration matters. We 
at KN&P help our clients to navigate evolving legal 
landscapes and seize opportunities in Saudi Arabia’s 
dynamic and fast-growing economy.”
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 See You at
 RIDW27
April 18 – 22, 2027


